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Im por t ant  Dat es:
Wednesday, 16th June, 2021 - 6:00pm - Opening of the new Safe Haven building and the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM), adults only event.

Thursday, 17th June, 2021 - Last day for students . Grade 8 Graduation.

Thursday, 17th June, 2021 - School Assembly and opening of new building for students, 11:00am.

Dear AISL Community,

With this penultimate newsletter for the 2020-2021 school year, I wanted to talk about courage. Courage is a difficult 

trait or characteristic as sometimes people confuse it for risk. Courage is about attempting things that you would not 

normally do, to not be afraid to step out of your comfort zone, and be willing to try new things. Courage is an 

important part of learning for children and adults too.

To harness courage at school, we aim to continually put students into situations where they work with people they 

would not normally choose; activities or learning experiences that are different, and not just individual written tasks.  

Activities like presentations to promote confidence, and practical and construction tasks to push creativity as well. 

Courage can be 

cultivated  and 

supported in a number 

of ways. As adults, we 

should be modeling this 

also so that our 

students can see it 

being successful across 

all age groups.

Mark Brookes



COVID-19: Myt hs and Misinform at ion

Dear Community,

With one last week to go in AISL, we are looking forward to the end of an unconventional school year. We all know 

that social media is a very strong influence in spreading of information and allowing people to keep in touch with 

other like minds, including family and friends. However, social media, gossip, and the spread of misinformation can 

make the problem more complicated than necessary.

An example of this is the spread of misinformation leading to vaccine hesitancy which is where people are resistant 

and hesitating to have the vaccine for COVID-19.

Thankfully, some of the world's major health organisations have tried to address this with documenting responses to 

myths and misinformation. These can be found at: 

WHO - https:/ / www.who.int/emergencies/ diseases/ novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/ myth-busters

CDC - https:/ / www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/ 2019-ncov/ vaccines/ facts.html

Please take care and ensure that when you are sharing information about COVID-19 and the vaccines, that you are 

referencing science.

Mark Brookes

Reminder:

- If someone in the household is symptomatic, please keep the child home. 
- Contact the nurse.

School Nurse
Sengovuka Mlotshwa This is his contact information: +266 5888 7263 and nurse@aisl.co.ls.

http://AISL 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/facts.html


Safe Haven Opening and AGM

Grand Opening of AISL Safe Haven
Please come along and join the AISL community to celebrate the 

opening of the Safe Haven.

and Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Join us to hear about the finances of the school as well projects 

and changes that have occurred. 

We will also have an opportunity to vote in new school board 
members for the next school year.

6:00pm Start

Wednesday, 16th June, 2021

Will be available via zoom also
Note: this event is for adults. Students will have their celebration 

and safe haven opening on Thursday, 17th June, 2021.

Final Assem bly of  t he Year

Assembly
Join us for the final assembly of the school year and celebrate the 

student's opening of the Safe Haven. Also the graduation of our Grade 8 
students.

11:00am Start

Thursday, 17th June, 2021
Note: After this event, students will be free to go home at 

approximately 12:30pm.



5t h Grade: Mat h

Fractions 

In fractions, we learned  how to add and subtract fractions. We also learned the difference between Numerator and 
Denominator. The numerator is the top part (number) of the fraction and the denominator is the bottom part of the 
fraction. There are different types of fractions: mixed, improper, and proper fractions. So far, we have learned and 
completed our lessons on fractions, but we are just beginning to learn more about decimals.

Decimals

In decimals, we?ve learned how to convert fractions into decimals. We've also understood the place value of 
decimals. For example, we converted ¼ to 0.25; the way we did it was to divide the denominator by the numerator. 

Area

An area is when you multiply the lengths or widths of a shape. In area, we learned how to get an answer from 
multiplying lengths or width of the shape. We learned to discuss what the answer is, and arrived at the areas of 
triangles, squares and hexagons.

Perimeter 

Perimeter is when you add all the lengths and widths of the shape. We do basically the same thing in usual subjects. 
We worked in groups and found out what the whole perimeter of certain shapes are.

5t h Grade: Science

In science, we did a lot of things like experiments, the environment, and energy. 

Firstly, our class had three experiments. The first one is the hot-cold water experiment with food coloring, dish soap 
and vinegar to see what will happen. For the cold water, there were bubbles, but nothing happened. For the hot 
water, there were also bubbles, but when we opened the bottle a little bit of pressure was released. In the second 
experiment, we put food coloring in ice with hot and cold water. For the hot water, the food coloring went a bit 
faster, for the cold water it moved a little bit slower than the hot water. For the  ice it was solid, so the food coloring 
went around the ice. We mixed the ice in the cold water and it floated, but for the hot it floated and melted faster. 
We were confused because ice is denser than hot and cold water. For the last experiment we used half a bottle soap 
plus hot and cold water. We put the soap on top of the bottle then put it in cold water, but nothing happened 
because the hot water produces steam which makes pressure and blows the bubble.

Secondly, we have the environment. We will focus on pollution and climate change. Pollution is a bad thing that can 
destroy the earth if we can?t stop it. Pollution can get animals extinct because the unhealthy materials in what is 
polluted can mess with an animal's body. For example, a fish may not be able to breathe in an oil spill or a deer may 
eat and swallow a bag of chips and it won't be able to digest it, or a falcon living next to a factory can lose its life 
because of the smoke from the factory. There are three types of pollution we just explained: water pollution, air 
pollution, and land pollution. Next, we have climate change. Climate change is also bad for the environment. Did you 
know that pollution causes climate change? Climate change can be caused by greenhouse gases which are carbon 
dioxide and methane. 

Lastly, we learned about energy. For instance, a form of renewable energy is electricity that doesn't emit greenhouse 
gases. These include solar and wind energy. Solar energy is energy that comes from the sun. Wind energy is energy 
that comes from wind. There are certain types of devices used for wind and solar energy. The device for wind energy 
is a wind turbine. A wind turbine is a machine that converts wind into electricity.



Wor ld Environm ent  Day, 5t h June, 2021
Saturday, 5th June was World Environment Day. We observe this day to raise awareness on how dropping litter 
damages the environment, and what individuals can do to protect it.  We at AISL got to celebrate it in collaboration 
with our neighbors, the various UN Agencies, The British High Commission, Vodacom Lesotho and the Maseru Golf 
Club on Friday, 4th June, by having a clean up campaign around the neighborhood.

Grades 2, 4, 5 and 6 participated in two ways: with the clean up campaign on Friday, 4th June, but also with a poster 
competition where the British High Commission had tasked them with creating a poster that could be reproduced 
and posted all over the neighborhood to remind people to keep their environments clean. The poster that won was 
created by Boitumelo in Grade 5.  The runners up were a group poster by Grade 6 (Micha, Phuthi and Tawana) and a 
poster by Esther in Grade 2.  All these poster are being made into durable posters that will be displayed strategically 
around the neighborhood. Please look out for them. The students enjoyed cleaning the neighborhood.



The Clean up Cam paign



The Clean up Cam paign



The w inning post ers already up



5t h Grade: Cur rent  event s in June 

Chocolate Day: June 7th

On this day we celebrated chocolate!

Best friend(s) Day: June 8th

On this day, we honor our best friends that are (were) always by our side.

World Ocean Day: June 8th

On this day, we inform people of the impact of human behavior on the ocean. 

Winter break: June 17th

On this day, we have a long break from school and stay home for one-and-a-half month.

Fathers Day, June 20th

Father's Day is quite like Best Friend's Day. We honor our father.

Many students have been wondering when our school assemblies will resume in the new Safe Haven building. We are 
happy to share that we will have our last assembly of the school year on Thursday, June 17th, at 11am. It will be open 
for students and families. It will also be available for parents on Wednesday evening when they get together for an 
annual meeting. There will be a performance by some classes on Thursday. Our Director, Mr. Brookes has shared 
more information with the community. We welcome all!

5t h Grade: Fat her 's Day Poem  

I'm glad because I have a dad

And I'm truly blessed because he is the best

He puts me above and gives me love

The air I breathe is full of your care

Even when you're crossed 

Your love is still soft.

I am glad because I have a dad

Because after all the fights we?ve had 

You're still a loving dad.

And I love you more than any ores

And I will adore you for evermore

I'm glad I have a dad. 



Ice Cream  Social

On 7th June, AISL celebrated National Chocolate Ice Cream Day!  The idea originated from a quick look at "random 
events" from an American calendar. In a way to make the dreary cold days feel a bit more joyful, some teachers got 
together and organized for the whole school to participate in a cold chocolate treat - while also maintaining good 
physical distancing and cohorting. Each student was able to receive a chocolate cone and despite the cold weather, 
enjoyed their midday treat.



Ice Cream  Social (Cont .)
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